It’s a Shore Thing

Story: Demelza Durston

The Fish Store in Mousehole

I

t’s true. We are living in the age of
‘Keeping Up With The Joneses’ and what
once was simply an exercise in survival –
now a roof over your head just won’t cut the mortar
unless it’s architecturally-obscure, aesthetically
nouveau and well, let’s face it – just plain bizarre.
Gone are the days of comfort – it’s out with the
country-kitchen wicker chairs and in with floating
stairs, space-egg seats and eco-warrior homes. A
mish-mash of quirky and characterful. A bricolage
of bold and benign.
DIY and home-ware outlets are the new hangout
for anyone with any ounce of dignity. It’s all about
the lighting, slates and tiling. How many shades
of white can you confidently reel off? Is the coolest
kitchen Smeg or Miele? What, exactly, is taste,
anyway?
The nearest dictionary to hand defines this word
as “the faculty of discerning what is aesthetically
excellent or appropriate.” I suppose that we
all distinguish our own sense of what we find
aesthetically pleasing, throughout our lives – this
more than likely does not stay the same but changes
as we develop, and as our external environment
alters and redefines the latest in trends.
Our homes are one of the most significant ways in
which we seek to define ourselves and who we are.
From the earliest memory to our final breath, it is a
place of solace, sociality and significance.
Some people see the potential in something
whilst others will pass it by without a second glance.
This wasn’t so for Zach John and his family. The
Fish Store was first built in 1899 but it was not
until 1939 that the property first came under the
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TOP: The Fish Store, Mousehole
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ABOVE: The entrance to
The Fish Store, with paved
area perfect for sundowners
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ownership of the John family. Originally spied by
Zach’s Grandparents, Betty and Edwin John, having
fled Paris from the impending breakout of World
War II; The Fish Store was in a neglected state.
Taking a risk and putting down a £300.00 payment,
they were obviously inspired by its possibilities. How
times change.
The first inklings of the potential of The Fish
Store to transform into the much-loved family
home and guest haven that it is today were set in
stone with the initial renovation to a three bedroom
home with added car and boat parking space in
the basement. It wasn’t until 1997, when Zach’s
Father, Ben inherited the property, that the major
vision began to materialise. Opting for an anticonventional design, Ben set about the challenge of
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LEFT: With gorgeous
views over Mousehole
harbour.

BELOW: Canoes and
small boats line the
harbour walls- what a
glorious way to spend an
afternoon bobbing about
on the water.
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reorganising the whole of the interior layout. The
result? An upside-down-house with a real focus on
utilising space to maximise its social potential.
It goes to show that the history and blood that
flows through homes can be a huge shaping factor in
their design and the use afforded to them. Egyptian
culture today is a direct hangover from the Ancient
www.thimagazine.com

Egyptian times of 3000BC – where flat-topped
homes of sun-dried brick were designed specifically
to house generation after generation of families.
Not quite of that ilk, yet not so dissimilar either, the
John family have kept The Fish Store in their family
for over 70 years and it still remains very much the
heart and soul of their family values.

ABOVE: This double
bedroom is one of the five
beautifully light and airy
bedrooms at the Fish Store.
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In the autumn of 2009, Zach and his brother
Henry embarked on a complete overhaul project
which catapulted The Fish Store into the 21st century.
Central heating is something we take for granted
here in the Western part of the world, yet it wasn’t
until 2010 that this old pilchard-packing factory
was afforded this luxury. Now, under-floor heating
is impressively incorporated into the original 19th
century structure.
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ABOVE: Mousehole Harbour.
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BELOW: The Fish Store, Mousehole. The perfect view to enjoy
whilst sipping your first coffee in the morning.
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The Fish Store sits snugly tucked away within
the fishing village of Mousehole. The simple whiteslatted exterior gives way to open-plan living; giving
a wonderful feeling of space and freedom – with
optimum lighting and stunning vistas extending
towards Mousehole’s harbour beach. Zach John was
unwavering in his decisions to retain much of the
former factory’s charms and quirky ways. Chunky
beams and granite-topped kitchen counters merge
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The lofty open plan sitting
room is an amazing
sociable space, complete
with log burner for cosy
winter evenings
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RIGHT AND BELOW:
Ping Pong, movies, squidgy
sofas to sink into with your
favourite book…a stay
at The Fishstore ensures
relaxation and rejuvenation
is the priority.

BELOW: Envious movie
fans will fall in love with the
three metre home cinema
projector screen taking
prime position in the open
plan sitting room area.
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to meet any guest with welcoming arms and a real,
traditional homely feel. With its cosy bedrooms
and whitewashed beams, driftwood style exposed
wooden floorboards and personal nautical pieces
dotted around; The Fish Store definitely values the
simpler things in life and advocates the touches that

really matter. Interior design and fashions come and
go but where comfort is involved, tradition really
does win hands down. The Fish Store is testament
to this and subtly marries classic design with
contemporary aesthetics.
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ABOVE: The ground floor
wet room with steam roomthe perfect place to pamper.

RIGHT: The first floor family
bathroom with separate shower
just out of sight around the
corner. This “upside down”
house has a spacious family
bathroom on each floor, as well
as an en suite accompanying
the master bedroom.

The original three bedroom renovation driven
by Zach’s Grandparents in the 1940s has now
been enhanced and extended into a spaciouslyaccommodating five bedroom home; with one king
size and one super king size en-suite bedroom on the
ground floor and a further three bedrooms on the
first floor, including a king size double bedroom with
its own sink and bath, affording to that extra bit of
privacy. Take a peek through to the ground floor
wet room to absorb the contemporary twist of the
steam room.
www.thimagazine.com
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The Fish Store has packed many features inside
its four walls but retained just the right mix of
traditional home with contemporary chic. With its
bookshelves carved creatively into the kitchen cubholes; its comfortable one-of-a-kind leather suites
and roaring log burners, Zach has succeeded in
honouring classic, timeless features – whilst leaving
a little room for the modern and technological world.
The three metre projection screen on the ground floor
with its Apple TV and DVD is proof of this.

LEFT: The ground floor
spacious twin bedroom
hugs the natural contours
of the building’s design.
RIGHT: The bright
ground floor twin
bedroom is perfect for
children.
BELOW: The picturesque
seaside village of
Mousehole.
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Mousehole itself is a small fishing village in the
south-westerly tip of Cornwall and is famed for its
flamboyant light shows during the winter months
of November and December as well as its legendary
Stargazey Pie. Traditionally this pie contains seven
kinds of fish – predominantly the Cornish pilchard
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which is aptly fitting, given the original purpose
of The Fish Store. Mousehole is renowned for its
purposeful design of buildings – predominantly
for industrial uses and instrumental in aiding the
export of fish oil to the faraway locations of London,
Spain and Italy. The Fish Store is just one.
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ABOVE: The kitchen
has cookery books and
pots and pans a-plenty to
inspire even the
BELOW: Novice chef. Try
to rival the cookery skills of
expert food writer and owner
Lindsey Bareham.
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LEFT AND ABOVE:
The spacious well-equipped
kitchen is the perfect domain
in which to let your inner
chef loose.

RIGHT: Nautical themed
trinketry peppers the Fish
Store and reflects rich seafaring history of Mousehole.
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Formerly a traditional Cornish factory, the John
family were probably aware of the less-than-pleasing
connotations associated with a fish factory (not least,
the efforts it might take to get the stench out), but
pushed through and persevered to make this not
just a place to live – but a home with echoes of the
past yet with one eye on the future. After all, tastes
and fashions come and go, but the heart of a home is
constant throughout our lives.
Book yourself in at The Fish Store in Mousehole and
discover why the deck shoes win over the stilettoes,
every time. Comfort has never been hotter. From
£2,565 per week in high season (based on 10
people sharing).
All images supplied courtesy of © Unique
Home Stays. To contact Unique Home Stays about this
property telephone 01637 881942 or visit www.
uniquehomestays.com
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