Four of the best
Hideaways for two, by Francesca Syz

Black Moon St Ives, Cornwall The British family behind
the rustic-chic Peligoni Club on the Greek island of
Zakynthos were fans of St Ives long before they began
building up a collection of little boltholes-for-two in the
town. My favourite is Black Moon, which inhabits the first
floor of a stone house that rises from the sand on Bamaluz
Beach in the centre of St Ives, a three-minute walk from
Porthgwidden Beach with its excellent cafe, and only a little
further from glorious Porthmeor Beach, home to the newly
revamped Tate St Ives. Black Moon’s main space is a
bohemian, boudoir-like den that is half living room, half
bedroom, dividable by a sliding mirrored wall. The living
area features a large glass panel in its floor through which
you can peer down into a cave-like additional lounging
spot, reachable from the living room by stepladder. It also
has floor-to-ceiling sliding windows. When completely
swept back they give you the sense of being on the beach,
when you are actually curled up in a blanket on
the wonderfully squishy L-shaped sofa with a G&T.
The details From £600 for a three-night stay
(020-8740 3097; beachspoke.com).
Royal Mile apartment Edinburgh I’ve been hoping to find somewhere like this to stay in
Edinburgh for years: a stylish, comfortable private home packed with personality and period
features. Right on the Royal Mile, this spacious one-bedroom flat is on the top (fourth) floor of an
18th-century tenement building and accessed via a spiral staircase, so not one for those with
mobility issues. The layout inside is simple yet quirky – a spacious open-plan living-kitchen-dining
room wraps around a central hidden ‘bedbox chamber’: a cocoon-like room with a king-size bed.
The whitewashed, wood-panelled living room has high ceilings and five south-facing Georgian
sash windows, so whatever the weather, it feels light-filled and airy. It is furnished with a mix of
antique, vintage and contemporary pieces, bookcases lined with interesting novels and stacks of art
and photography books. The kitchen is well-equipped and such essentials as salt, pepper,
olive oil and tea are at your disposal. While there is no TV, there is free Wi-Fi. The details From
£100 per night, with a two-night minimum stay (airbnb.co.uk/rooms/860170).
The Cable Hut Pembrokeshire The first telephone cables were laid across the Atlantic in 1862 and
this hut, in a meadow at the bottom of the Vale of Clwyd, was where they started from. A storm in
the early 1920s washed the cables out to sea, and the hut and adjoining workers’ cottage, now
collectively known as the Cable Hut, were abandoned. John and Elly Marsh chanced on the ruins
while on holiday, bought the land and set about restoring both buildings. A quarter of a mile from the
main road, the house is reached via a single track, which connects with the coastal path. Today the
white cottage houses a well-equipped kitchen and bathroom, and the adjoining hut the open-plan
bedroom, with king-size bed, and welcoming living room. In a style that feels part vintage, part
industrial, both spaces are warm, bright and stylishly cosy. Outside is a sheltered patio with a table,
chairs and sun loungers. Only 400 yards from the door is the coastal path, which leads you to a string
of little coves and beaches. A 10-minute walk away is Melin Tregwynt Mill, which has a great cafe.
The details From £570 for a three-night stay in low season (01637-881183; uniquehomestays.co.uk).

unique home stays

The Dairy at Streat Place Barn Streat, East Sussex It was almost 30 years ago that jeweller
Jinks McGrath and her partner Steve Turner, a carpenter, bought Streat Place Barn, a grain store near
Ditchling dating from the 1600s, which they turned into their home and workshops. It originally
belonged to the Elizabethan house next door, owned separately. Streat Place Barn has its own
outhouses, which the pair have sympathetically restored. One is the Dairy, which they launched three
years ago as a one-bedroom holiday let. Retaining its original wonky beams and flagstone floors, the
house offers a contemporary take on a traditional country cottage, with a pretty, open-plan kitchenliving-dining room, sunny bedroom and good-size bathroom. On fine days you can have breakfast in
the courtyard, and there is a private walled garden just for your use. Three of the area’s best pubs are
within walking distance, and a half-hour stroll across the fields and through the woods will take
you to Ditchling. The details From £315 for a three-night weekend or from £560 per week (01273890 771; sawdays.co.uk/streatplacebarn). Next week: Alpine hotels for guaranteed snow
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