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GREAT ESTATES
I\ Marianna Hunt meets the couple
\ who had to restore their 200-year-
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\‘1 day,” she says. “Th ren, who
‘% \ were about 12, nine and three, took
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. one look at the dusty, dirty halls and

' | asked in horror: ‘Mum, we don't ruined b‘y the
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1 really have to live her do we?” smoke and water andhadtobechucked Home Stays,” she says. To celebr
, Kennedy, 64, admits questioning away. Luckily we were well insured.” being brought back to life, theyraised a
Y | what they had done in purchasing a One of the house’s finest features Union Jack on the flagpole: “That was
' | crumbling building by a rugged was the wallpaper in the drawing something we’d been wanting to do for
' | patch of beach on England’s south- room, designed by the famous Gothic 25 years.” |
- west coast. revival architect Augustus Pugin; it is Thornemead has all the romance of a
However, she adds: “Once we the same as that used in the Palace of mini Gothic palace, with stone arches
' modernised the place the children Westminster. “This was severely dam- leading to mahogany-clad smoking and
. quickly got on board with the bene- aged during the fire,” Kennedy says. drawing rooms kept cosy by roaring
' fits of living in a castle. Although I “But we were able to replace it with fires in their intricately engraved set-
think it was difficult for the girls some from the original block. There’s tings. Overall though, Kennedy says,
- growing up at times. also some gorgeous wall stencilling . ‘
. “Inviting boyfriends over to and ceiling paintings from the 1860s ‘Il“’ltll'lg bOYﬁ'IBI]dS over
meet your parents when you live which had to be redone.” _ :
in a castle must have been very in- Hﬂu:iﬂ:ver, the ﬁr; did m:rtt sin;ply when YOUI pa]"ents IWG
timidating, so we always tried to be bring estruction. During restoration - B s 4 I
exl:ra:'rﬂgumjng." g the family discuve;ed anI Fﬁgintiﬂl:]l ingle- 1 d Cdbllﬁ- must l?jave
Rennedy and her husband, a ho- mook fireplace and a cetlar in the but- rorv intimi o’
telier by trade, had already reno- ler’s pantry. “One fire found us another been VCT) numi Eltlllg
vated a number of pubs and hotels fire,” she says. _ _
before taking on Thornemead, Restoring the 200-year-old castle the place is not too difficult to keep
which is a few after the blaze took in shape.
miles from the a further two “The windows are the biggest pain.”
seaside  resort - years, much of She pausesto count; “I'd say there are
of Weston-super- which Kennedy and around 65 of them, some huge vaulted
' Mare in Somerset. her husband spent ones that are metres high. Falling
“This time we livingin a caravan in asleep here you don’t need to count
' wanted  some- their 18-acre garden. sheep: just send yourself off counting
. thing a bit more In total the couple windows and fireplaces instead.”
| special,  some- has spent £4.5mil-  The house also has an octagonal
' thing for our- lion on the building tower, which “you're not supposed to
selves,” she and works. go up for health and safety reasons, but | .
“explains.  “We “When we finally the views from the roof are amazing.” e A
' knew we couldn’t got the house hgck Thsre agl'fn S0 maﬁly staircases ﬂm‘tj, Ken- S R K >N
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' have it as a house,

' 50 we turned the catered accommo- Her favourite room? “It has to be the

dation through the library. I'love sitting among the carved

Cashmere-mix jumpers

place into a b&b””

She and her website Unique oak shelves by the fire, but I can only
husband live in enjoy it at Christ-
one wing of mai time thlf I'm .
the 19th-cen lucky, as the rest | | o OE) F. 14y D, ¥l -
baicly oy lucky as the rest | ypja e @55 Now only £35 or any two for £60 .
though that in it- served for guests” | | - “
self has a kitchen A glass conserv- | |, These versatile jumpers are perfect for weekday O

atory-cum-indoor or weekend wear. |

‘that can seat 10
people and is plenty big enough for
‘us”). However, a long restoration
was required before the property
reached what Kennedy describes as
| astate “fit for :
| _ “For a long time the only person
| living in the house was an elderly
¥ spinster, It had been in her family for
.| around 150 years, but when she died

jungle,  spilling
over with plants,
leads out to the
gardens  where
pheasants  strut
and bees hum in
their hives. “The
local beekeepers
bring us honey
which we serve

» They are beautifully constructed from a blend
of 95 per cent cotton and 5 per cent cashmere,
perfect for laying over a shirt for a little extra
warmth when the weather cools.
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. Choose from a range of eight seasonal colours
in either crew or v-neck styles,

I . Machine washable at 30°

nooneelse wantedit. So Thornemead
was put up for auction.” to guests.” . Sizes (to fit chest): S (36-38"), M (39-42"), L (43-44"),
The old fOl"t, with its crenellated KEHHEd}"S hus- XL (45- 43') YXL (49_503 XXXL (51_52') ( )
parapets and stone turrets, has more band was born . :
than 20 rooms, yet #htge ﬁmd: hf{td in Rhodesia (mod-
just one bathroom. needs of a ern-day  Zimba- ‘N?
solitary old lady and a young family bwe) and the Samuel lDdSOI'
3 running a b&b are quite different,” family has in- TAILORED QUALITY - OUTSTANDING PRICES
| Kennedy says, “and of course there stalled one or two ) ;
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