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SORT SUMMER
Don’t panic — there are still places to book.
Sean Newsom and Susan d’Arcy pick the best

SELF-CATERING
WORTH OAST APARTMENT, SUSSEX
You don’t usually find this much space in
a couple’s retreat. But beneath the eaves
of an L-shaped barn, this dog-friendly flat
has room for a bar and a giant dining table
made from an oast-house beam. Add a
private barbecue area and never-ending
views across the nearby South Downs, and
chances are claustrophobia won’t kick in.
Details From £1,051 for two
(holidaycottages.co.uk)

BROOK, NORTH YORKSHIRE
There’s a palatial feel to this cabin in the
North York Moors National Park. Gaze
through the floor-to-ceiling windows from
bed each morning and it feels as if you’re
holding court. Outside, a sun deck, a
babbling brook and woods await for some
R&R. Inside, locally harvested timber adds
to the grandeur. Venturing further afield?
The magnificent ruins of Rievaulx Abbey
are a couple of miles downstream.
Details From £1,105 for two
(canopyandstars.co.uk)

AWEL DEG, PEMBROKESHIRE
Are you kidding? A chic, waterfront
apartment in Fishguard that isn’t sold
out till Halloween? It’s true though — like
many in this list Awel Deg is new to the
market and at the time of writing it still
had weeks free in August. Expect a sleek
white kitchen, roomy lounge and
freestanding bath, and a bewitching view:
straight out of the first-floor French
windows and on to the old town harbour.
Details From £2,042 for two
(underthethatch.co.uk)

LITTLE BANK, DERBYSHIRE
This Peak District newbie may be as cute
as an interiors photoshoot, but you
won’t be admiring the arty crockery and
Prussian-blue walls for long. Outside,
Millers Dale is calling: a deep, dramatic
gash of limestone, thick with trees, that
throws off several tempting sideshoots as
it buckles and bends its way to Bakewell.
Bring walking boots and an appetite.
Tideswell, just to the north, is bursting
with chippies, pubs and restaurants.
Details From £665 for four
(sawdays.co.uk)

UPPER CHERRY BANK,
NORTH YORKSHIRE
The pièce de résistance in this apartment
is the double-height living room, with
its exposed stone wall and soaring roof
beams. Above the village green in
Bainbridge, it’s a characterful and comfy
spot in which to rest your weary feet. And
you’ll need to; you’re right in the middle
of the Pennines — as you’ll see when you
hike up nearby Great Shunner Fell for
the 360-degree panorama of hills.
Details From £615 for four
(originalcottages.co.uk)

FISHERMAN’S LOFT, ISLE OF MULL
The paint is only just drying on this newly
refurbished apartment in Bunessan, the
last village on the road to Fionnphort and
the ferry to Iona. Inside, the decor has a
smart, Scandi flavour. Outside, do you
start with a two-mile walk to the soft
sands of Ardalanish Bay? Maybe a hike to
the top of 3,169ft Ben More? Best of all are
the boat trips: the pristine waters around
Mull are home to dolphins, otters,
basking sharks and minke whales.
Details From £525 for four
(isleofmullcottages.com)
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R...NOW!
setting, at the head of a quiet valley, with
the mighty wall of Hay Bluff above you.
This is God’s own country, with big walks
in every direction, terrific summer
sunrises towards the Wye Valley, and Hayon-Wye’s bookshops are five miles north.
Details From £1,775 for six
(qualityunearthed.co.uk)

COASTGUARD’S RETREAT, DORSET

BRITISH

SUMMER
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This bright white coastguard’s cottage
looks straight onto the Fleet Nature
Reserve and, beyond that, Chesil Beach.
Sailing lessons in Portland Harbour,
beach days at Lyme Regis and big walks
on the Purbeck Hills are all on the menu
here. But you’ll probably enjoy the
cottage just as much, flitting between the
open-plan living area and patio.
Details From £2,082 for six
(originalcottages.co.uk)

THE TOWER, EAST LOTHIAN
Occupying the east wing of Keith
Marischal House, near Humbie, the
Tower is a place of vaulted ceilings, spiral
staircases and bright colours. Meanwhile,
tennis tournaments beckon on the court
outside — as well as day trips to Edinburgh
and the North Berwick coast. Bring
binoculars — more than half a million
seabirds nest on nearby islands.
Details From £1,675 for seven
(crabtreeandcrabtree.com)

SUPERIOR LODGE 4, DEVON
Holiday-park lodges may not be the most
glamorous summer digs, but they sure are
convenient. This one, in the Devon Hills
Holiday Village, is bright, comfy and
furnished with a bit of flair, with giant
sliding windows. The on-site pool, play
area and tennis courts deepen the appeal,
as do nearby Torbay beaches and the
Dartmouth Steam Railway.
Details From £1,989 for four
(haulfrynholidays.co.uk)

THE HAYLOFT, ESSEX

*Prices are for
seven nights’
self-catering from
June to September.
At the time of
going to press
all featured
had availability

Beaches, creeks, nature reserves and boat
trips are the holiday themes along the
Essex coastline. A couple of miles inland,
on a 100-acre farm, this semi-detached
barn conversion is a convenient base. Its
kitchen-living room and terrace are the
perfect place to dry out after sailing or
paddleboarding off Mersea Island.
Details From £1,109 for six
(premiercottages.co.uk)

HUTS IN THE HILLS, HEREFORDSHIRE
Fancy a campfire holiday without the
canvas? Then target this circle of four
deluxe shepherd’s huts. Three are for
sleeping in. The fourth is where you cook,
and there’s a giant fire pit for barbecues
and ghost stories. Even better is the

B&Bs
KICK BACK IN THE COTSWOLDS
Chipping Campden is one of the cutest
towns in the Cotswolds, and the
17th-century syrup-stoned Woolmarket
House fits in perfectly on its high street.
Bedrooms have crooked beams, exposed
stone and Elizabethan fireplaces offset by
contemporary pastel palettes. If you like
the artwork, by the acclaimed artist
Jeremy Houghton, you can buy it. The
owner, Michael Alexiou, is a chef, so
expect breakfast to be a cut above, with
ingredients from local farmers’ markets.
Details B&B doubles from £180
(woolmarkethouse.com)

WARM WELCOME IN THE HIGHLANDS

If you’ve ever swooned at the thought
of a properly historic holiday let, book
St Quentin’s. Tall and elegant, this William
and Mary-style house has been in the
same family since 1697. Family portraits,
a ballroom, 5,000 leather-bound books:
they’re all here, on the banks of the River
Avon near Stanford, in 700 acres of park.
Details From £9,750 for nine
(uniquehomestays.com)

Oban is the gateway to the Hebrides.
But you might not make it to the islands
if you stop at Ardtorna first. The views
of Loch Creran from this contemporary
purpose-built guesthouse and its hot
tub are incredible and, to make the
most of Oban’s sunsets, its minimalist
vaulted bedrooms have floor-to-ceiling
windows. Extra-mile touches include
complimentary cream tea on arrival, malt
whisky and whisky cream liqueur on tap,
a choice of pillow mists, and bathrooms
with spa baths and mood lighting.
Details B&B doubles from £140
(ardtorna.co.uk)

THE RECTORY, SOMERSET

BACK TO NATURE IN HEREFORDSHIRE

Family heaven is yours at this rambling
18th-century house in Mells. Behind the
smart sash windows you’ll find
characterful rooms stacked with books
and an anything-goes mix of antiques, art
and modern furniture. Your kids will love
the red baize snooker table; you’ll be on
the terrace or in the garden.
Details From £10,000 for ten
(scottwilliams.co.uk)

The Cob at Montpelier is set in pristine
countryside, right on the Herefordshire
Trail and close to the Brecon Beacons and
Hay-on-Wye. Built the traditional cobhouse way, using straw and lime render,
with Douglas fir beams and a living roof,
it’s wonderfully cosy. There’s a light-filled
bedroom, a sitting room with a sink-in
sofa and wood-burner, and a verandah
overlooking meadows with a shepherd’s
hut where you might spot roe deer and

ST QUENTIN’S, LEICESTERSHIRE

Clockwise from
top left: the Essex
coast near The
Hayloft; the
Rectory in Mells,
Somerset; chic
interiors at Brick
House Farm,
Herefordshire;
Coastguard’s
Retreat, Dorset

The shepherd’s hut at the Cob at Montpelier near Hay-on Wye

POPLAR FARM, SUFFOLK
In this recently restored farmhouse you’re
in the thick of deeply rural Suffolk. Set in
three leafy acres, the 17th-century house
is a city dweller’s daydream of wonky
beams and dazzling lawns. In the kitchen
the Aga will tempt aspiring chefs, though
there’s a courtyard barbecue too. Paths to
village pubs crisscross surrounding fields.
Details From £1,594 for 12 (suffolksecrets.co.uk)

* Prices are for stays from June to September

badgers. Breakfast, from porridge to
a full English, is cooked on the Aga.
Details B&B doubles from £120
(stayatthecob.co.uk)

SEASIDE BEAUTY IN CORNWALL
Availability is tight but there are rooms to
be had in Cornwall this summer, even at
fabulous places such as Chelsea House in
Falmouth. This former sea captain’s home
has rooms named for musical artists such
as David Bowie and Dusty Springfield,
and fun decor including vintage G Plan
dressing tables and Ercol chairs. Some
rooms have balconies with sea views.
Just down the road is Gyllyngvase Beach,
where you can have a dip after waffles
and pancakes for breakfast.
Details B&B doubles from £185
(chelseahousefalmouth.com)

CONTENTMENT IN THE CAMBRIANS
This former gentleman’s residence in
the rural village of Llanbrynmair, Powys,
has had its Victorian interiors vamped
up rather spectacularly. Bedrooms with
minimalist tiled bathrooms now sport
moody-blue and dove-grey walls,
mid-century furniture and eye-catching
art, alongside original fireplaces and
wardrobes, and views to the Cambrian
Mountains. The lounge has a well-stocked
honesty bar, and there are garden fire pits
if you prefer to sip your sloe gin alfresco.
Details B&B doubles from £110
(theroystonwales.com)

EXTRAVAGANCE IN EDINBURGH
B&Bs aren’t always synonymous with
romance, but 23 Mayfield packs in plenty
of Victorian va-va-voom. Expect handcarved mahogany four-poster beds, gilt
mirrors, ornate ceilings and stained glass,
but also modern comforts such as
underfloor heating and ambient lighting.
Breakfast includes porridge that is
steamed for two hours and topped with
cinnamon-flavoured oatmeal, malt
whisky and flambéed fruit — and you’ll
still somehow find room for a fry-up with
haggis, black pudding and tattie scone.
Details B&B doubles from £142
(23mayfield.co.uk)
Continued on page 8 →

BRICK HOUSE FARM, HEREFORDSHIRE
Red-brick on the outside, lush and
boutiquey within, this Welsh Marches
farmhouse is great for a big get-together.
The high-walled terrace is the obvious
place for summer lunches and sundowner
drinks; continue the social whirl in two
lounges, a TV room or over a game of
pool. Hereford Cathedral and the Brecon
Beacons are near by.
Details From £5,998 for 14 (boutiqueretreats.co.uk)

The David Bowie room at Chelsea House in Falmouth
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FOODIE FAVOURITE IN WILTSHIRE
The 9,000-acre Fonthill Estate outside
Salisbury is an Arcadian corner of
England, with extravagant Palladian
architecture, a dreamy lake and peaceful
walks. Bird & Carter already ran a popular
farm shop near by, and has now opened a
B&B that’s perfect for gourmands. Rooms
are Scandi-smart, with freestanding
baths, beds tucked into the eaves and
welcome treats including homemade
cookies. Breakfast is made for
millennials: avo on sourdough,
served until 11.45am.
Details B&B doubles from
£90 (birdandcarter.co.uk)

Details B&B doubles from £140
(number38clifton.com)

Fairtrade filter coffee and freshly baked
homemade bread. There’s also an
interesting organic wine list, but
perhaps save that for sundowners.
Details B&B doubles from £139
(mossgrove.com)

FRENCH ÉLAN IN FROME

CITY RETREAT IN BRISTOL

Left Bank cafés are off limits for now, so
how about left-field Frome instead? Bistro
Lotte has a valiant stab at turning this
Somerset town into Paris — not as difficult
as you might imagine since the boutique
hotel and restaurant sits at the top of the
coolest indie shopping district in the UK.
Bedrooms have flair and freshness,
including family rooms with children’s
toiletries and bedtime storybooks.
For breakfast you’re back in
St Germain, with a continental
platter of ham and cheese.
Details B&B doubles
from £95 (bistrolotte
frome.co.uk)

Bristol’s grassy Downs are
home to Breaking Bread, a
pop-up collaboration between
the city’s coolest bars and
restaurants, so dinner’s sorted. For
a suitably stylish bed add the Georgian
townhouse Number 38 in Clifton, which
faces the Downs and has a dozen rooms
with original features, wood-panelled
walls, copper-coloured bathtubs for two,
velvet sofas and contemporary art.
Breakfasts range from scrambled egg with
smoked salmon to a sausage sandwich.

Jeeva, the owner of
18th-century farmhouse
Hooppells Torr, is ex-Firmdale.
That’s one of London’s trendiest hotel
brands, so rooms are vibrant and
colourful but come with beams and
country views that you just don’t get in
the English capital. There’s a dinky beach
within walking distance and rolling hills
beyond, though you could just gaze at
Dartmoor from the flower-filled garden.

Cley Windmill
in Cley next
the Sea. Left,
a tempting
breakfast
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STYLE IN SOUTH DEVON

ON TRACK IN NORFOLK

A room at Number 38 in Clifton, Bristol

Breakfast is in the conservatory and
cooked on the Aga, with thick and smoky
streaky bacon and organic eggs, fresh
from the local farm.
Details B&B doubles from £160
(hooppellstorr.com)

The grade II listed 19th-century Cley
Windmill in Cley next the Sea overlooks
north Norfolk’s wistful reed beds and salt
marshes, a landscape that is nature’s own
sedative. It also comes with bragging
rights — it was the childhood home of the
singer James Blunt. Rooms are indeed
beautiful, and still have some availability
this summer. Choose from the Long
House, a skinny suite with a four-poster
bed, or the circular Stone Room, where
you-know-who slept. Cley Smokehouse
is near by, so it’s kippers for breakfast.
Details B&B doubles from £150
(cleywindmill.co.uk)

ANTIQUE HAVEN IN YORKSHIRE

FOREST FAVOURITE IN HAMPSHIRE

Millgate House in Richmond, North
Yorkshire, is every bit as posh as the
fancy-pants mansions in Richmond,
Surrey. Just off lovely Market Place, this
Georgian townhouse is a maximalist’s
dream, stuffed with antiques, Persian
rugs, thrice-shined silver and stately
grandfather clocks — but it still feels fun
rather than formal. The garden is an utter
delight that gets the thumbs-up from past
guests including Sir Ian McKellen and
Alan Titchmarsh. For breakfast try the
kippers, served on Spode china with
bone-handled cutlery and a bit of
Beethoven in the background.
Details B&B doubles from £165
(millgatehouse.com)

The New Forest awaits beyond the back
door of the accurately named Spot in
the Woods in Netley Marsh. Its chic
bedrooms have boutique touches such
as freestanding baths at the end of the
bed, while its cute shepherd’s huts are
spacious enough for a king-size. And
although the national park’s ancient oaks
are the main draw, the beach at Milfordon-Sea is near by and equally tempting.
Details B&B doubles from £125
(hillbrookehotels.co.uk)

ECO-CHIC IN CUMBRIA
Moss Grove Organic in Grasmere was
a B&B pioneer of sustainability in 2006,
when it introduced environmentally
friendly elements such as sheep-fleece
insulation, though you’re more likely
to remember the eye-catching reclaimed
timbers used for its canopied beds,
natural screen-printed statement
wallpapers and vintage candelabra.
Breakfast is eco but eclectic, so there’s
crostini and tapas, as well as fry-ups,

THE ONLY WAY IS ESSEX
This tithe barn once housed 450 freerange Wessex saddleback pigs. In 2019
it was reinvented as the Piglets Boutique
B&B — though apart from the name and
the surrounding countryside it shares
little with its previous incarnation. Guests
should be as happy as the proverbial
porcine with smart bedrooms where TVs
appear from the foot of the bed at the
touch of a button. There’s a reed-filtered
swimming pool, a mini gym and bikes for
exploring Saffron Walden and Thaxted.
Breakfast includes a virgin or bloody
mary and, of course, plenty of bacon.
Details B&B doubles from £150
(piglets.co.uk)

